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David Feit has a long history of service to national defense, to the study of acoustics and to the Acoustical Society of America (ASA). David is known in the acoustics community for his mastery of acoustics, and his wonderful writing and teaching skills.
David began his studies in engineering at Columbia University, receiving four degrees and culminating in an Engineering Science Doctorate in 1964. As a graduate student, he worked at the Stevens Institute of Technology Experimental Towing Tank, which began his long career in working with ships. After graduation, David worked at Cambridge Acoustical Associates (CAA), Inc., and then joined in 1973 the Carderock Division as the Head of the Vibrations and Acoustics Technology Division of the Ship Acoustics Department. He also served as the Liaison Scientist for Acoustics and Mechanics at the Offi ce of Naval Research European Offi ce from 1988 to 1990. David's service to the Navy was so exemplary that he received a letter of appreciation from the Commander of the Naval Sea Systems Command and the Navy's Meritorious Civilian Service Award in 1982.
Not only did David serve the Navy as a valued researcher, he has also served the acoustics academic community as an Adjunct Professor at Catholic University, George Washington University, Naval Academy, and University of Maryland for varying periods. David's most lasting contribution to the acoustics community is his book, Sound, Structures and Their Interaction, which was coauthored with Miguel C. Junger. This book is a superbly well-written, seminal work and has had an immeasurable impact on our community. It can be a challenge to fi nd a superfl uous sentence in either this book or in any of David's numerous technical papers and presentations, which are all clear, concise, and focused. (David also has a reputation for using equations on napkins as common form of communication sometimes to the dismay of family and restaurant waiters.) These qualities spill over to David's technical discussions with colleagues and, when combined with his modest and unassuming manner, earned him a (closet) sobriquet. Rather than by his initials DF, David was known as EF, mimicking the commercial tag line popular in the 1970's, "When EF Hutton talks, people listen".
Lastly, David has been an exemplar for service to our society. He joined the Society in 1965 and was elected a Fellow in 1975. David began participating in ASA meetings as a presenter and session organizer in the 1960s, and served as Technical Program Chair for the spring 1995 meeting held in Washington, DC. David has been a member of the Technical Committee on Structural Acoustics and Vibration (TCSA) since 1965, serving as its chair from 1992 to 1998. As the TCSA chair he was also a member of the Technical Council.
David has served as associate editor of the Journal of the Acoustical Society of America since 2005. In 1993, he and Miguel Junger donated the copyright of Sound, Structures and Their Interaction to the ASA so it could be included in its classic works series.
However, David's most important and signifi cant role in the Society has been as the ASA treasurer since 2000. David managed ASA's 5 million dollar annual budget and provided guidance to the Executive Council on the Society's fi nancial affairs. As treasurer, he served as ex offi cio on seven committees related to ASA's fi nancial endeavors. He has tirelessly worked with other offi cers, committee chairs, staff members, and the ASA accountants and auditors to insure that the ASA's fi nances are handled effi ciently and accurately. During my
